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Miho, Akira, and Reina are students at Aoba Junior High School. They are talking in the

classroom after school. Then, Mr. Smith, their English teacher, talks to them.

Mr. Smith :
Miho :

Mr. Smith :
Akira :

Mr. Smith :

Akira :

Reina :

Miho :

Mzx. Smith :

Reina :

Mr. Smith :
Miho :

Akira :

Hi, everyone. What are you doing ?

Hello, Mr. Smith. We are making a school *newspaper. We are going to *publish
it next week.

Oh, a newspaper. What are you going to write about in it ?

The main *article is about our *school lunch. We visited the school lunch *center
in this city last week and *interviewed Ms. Takagi, a staff member there.

That sounds interesting.

Yes, it was really interesting. There were some rooms in the center and the staff
members were doing a different kind of work in each room. I saw very large pots
there, too.

Ms. Takagi was very kind, and I felt that the staff members really *cared about
the students’ health. They hope that every student will like the school lunch and
eat it all.

The center *serves lunches to the six schools in this city. The staff members also
check the *percentage of food that students *left behind at each school. Please
look at ,X:Graph 1. It shows the percentage at our school.

I can éee that the percentage has become smaller. That's good. But the
percentage was a little higher in June, 2022 than in February of that year. Why ?
There were many hot days then, so many students didn’t have a good *appetite. 1
think that’s the reason.

Isee. Then, what do you think about the percentage ?

Well, leaving a lot of food behind is bad for the environment, so a smaller
percentage is better.

I hear that the *average percentage in Japan is about 7%, so the percentage at our
school is quite good. But we *are not satisfied with that. Please look at ‘,Z\Graph 2.
It shows the percentage at all the six schools in October, 2022. SchoolyD is our

school.
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Mr. Smith :

AKkira :

Mr. Smith :

Akira :

Miho :

Reina :

Mr. Smith :

Reina :

Miho :

Mr. Smith :

Miho :

Akira :

Well, the percentages at two other schools are smaller than the percentage at our
school, and the percentage at School C is the smallest.

Exactly. We are not happy about that. We hope the percentage at our school will
be the smallest next time.

I hope so, too. Do you have any ideas for that ?
We are talking about it. We are going to show some ideas to the students with
these graphs in this newspaper.

I think each of us should try to eat all the food. Some students say, “When there is
some food I don’t like in the school lunch, I leave it behind.” That’s bad. Leaving
some food of the school lunch behind isn’t good for our health because the school
lunch is *well-balanced. I want to tell the students about it in the newspaper.
Akira is right. Ms. Takagi told us that some vegetables were often left behind.
Let’s tell the students that they should eat not only food they like but also food they
don’t like, such as vegetables.

On the other hand, the school lunch is too much for some students. I know that
the *amount of our school lunch is exactly right for each student and that they
should try to eat it all. However, some students can’t eat it all when they are sick
or don’t have an appetite.

I see. Well, if you don’t have an appetite, you can say, “I don’t need much food
today,” and receive a smaller amount of food. If some food is left in the pot, some
hungry students can eat it. You can share food before you touch it.

That’s good, but it may be difficult for some students to express their *feelings and
say, “I don’t need much food.” How about making a card to express it? When
they don’t have an appetite, they can show the card to the students who serve them
lanch in the classroom.

I have another opinion. [ | It is sometimes difficult for me to eat all
the food *in time.

But you can’t change the school *schedule right away.

I know. But I think we can spend time more *effectively. For example, we can
prepare lunch more quickly if all the students help each other. Then we can make
enough time to eat lunch.

OK. Let’s write about all of those ideas in the newspaper. I hope every student
will *be motivated and help each other. How about checking the amount of food

that students have left behind in each class and showing it in our newspaper ?
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I'm sure that will *motivate students.
Reina : I think so, too. Let’s do that.

Mr. Smith : You are doing a good job. I’m looking forward to reading your newspaper.
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Graph 1 Graph 2
The percentage of food that students left The percentage of food that students left
behind at Aoba Junior High School behind in the six schools in October, 2022
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1. Tdon’t think we have to eat all the food in the lunch.
2. Idon’t think we can do some exercise after lunch.
3. Ithink breakfast is more important than lunch.
4. Ithink our lunch time should be longer.
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a. Akira saw that the staff members were doing many different kinds of work in one very large
room in the school lunch center.

b. Reina thinks many students couldn’t eat much of their school lunch in June, 2022 because of
the hot weather.

c. Akira is not happy because the percentage at their school is higher than the average
percentage in Japan.

d. Akira and Miho don’t think that it is good for students to eat only their favorite food.

e. Reina thinks that it may be difficult for some students to show a card to express their
feelings.

f.  Reina doesn’t think that they should check food that students have left behind, because some

students may have bad feelings.
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