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Ami and John are going to visit

Kohei. Kohei has been in the

hospital since last week. He is

getting better, but he is *bored.

Ami said, “T got a message from
Kohei. He wants something to
read in the hospital. Shall we
bring him something ?”

John said, “Sure. | |
like 77

“He likes comic books,” Ami said.
John said, “OK. Let’s buy some

i

at the bookstore before visiting

»

him.
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Hi, ’'m Fumika. Have you ever thought about being an *adult ?

When I *ask my parents for some help, they often say, “You are already an adult, so you should
do it *by yourself” *On the other hand, when I told them that I wanted to go on an *overnight
trip *alone with my friend the other day, they said, “You are still a child, so you mustn’t do that.”
T'm 17 years old. Are people that are as old as me adults or children ?

I wanted to find the answer to this question. First, I studied about the *legal *adult age in
foreign countries.

In the U.S,, the adult age is 19 or 21 in some *states, but it is 18 in many states. In Japan, the
adult age will be changed from 20 to 18 in 2022. People that are 18 years old are seen as adults
in many countries in the world. On the other hand, people in *Nepal become adults when they
become 16. I think that is very young.

In Japan, when people become legal adults, they can do several things. First, they can *apply
for a *credit card without their parents’ *consent. My parents often use one to buy things at
stores. People can also easily buy things on the Internet with a credit card. I think it is very
convenient. However, I hear that some people often buy too many things with one. I'm very
afraid of that, so I will be careful before using a credit card in the future.

Adults can get a *cellphone contract without their parents’ consent, too. It sounded wonderful
to me, but, when I told my mother about that, my mother said, “Of course, you can do that when
you become an adult, but you will have to *pay your phone bill then.” My mother is right. We
can *make a lot of *decisions by *ourselves when we become an adult. However, making a
decision means being *responsible for the decision. So, { O ) before making a decision.

Then 1 asked just 100 students in this school a question. Fifty of them are girls and 50 of
them are boys. Please look at this graph. It shows my question and their answers. They
could give more than one answer.

‘Work’ is the most popular answer to this question. I've been working at a restaurant as a

“part-time worker for two months, and I've learned that working is not easy. However, I think
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working is important for being a responsible person in *society. Maybe ( @ ).

This graph was a little surprising to my parents.

My mother thought more than 40

students

wanted to *marry. Actually, 30 girls answered ‘Marry, but only eight boys *chose that. My

father thought more students would choose ‘Do a lot of shopping, but only 30 students chose that

answer. Maybe, many younger people like us today don’t want to have many things. Instead,

«C®

many foreign countries and talk with many people there.

when they found that some students wanted to do good things for their parents.

), such as going to an *amusement park or traveling abroad. Actually, I want to go to

By the way, my parents were happy

We will be adults soon. I'm looking forward to that day and alse afraid of it, but I will start to

prepare for it from now.
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A. they like to have some wonderful experiences
B. many students in this school think like me
C. we always need to be careful
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3. Graph 4. Graph
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a. Fumika’s parents think she is still a child, so they always tell her that she can’t do anything
by herself.
b. Fumika learned that the adult age is 16 in many foreign countries, and she thinks it is a good

thing.

o

Fumika thinks a credit card is very convenient, so she has decided to apply for one and use it

soon after she becomes an adult.

d. Fumika thinks that people who get a cellphone contract without their parents’ consent
should pay their own phone bills.

e. Fumika has never had a job at any place, but she thinks working is important for people in

society.

£ Fumika’s parents were glad to know that some students wanted to be kind to their parents.
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