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One Sunday morning, Masato was

running around the station. Then he

saw his classmate, Jack.

“Hi, Masato! Are you going
*somewhere?” Jack asked. Masato
said, “No, I'm running for "exercise.
I usually run for about 30 minutes.”
Jack asked Masato, “ @

s ?)’
running?

“Last month, so I've been running

for a month,” Masato answered.

; Jack said to Masato, “That’s nice!
/!

Masato b I want to run with you.”
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Hello, everyone. I am Miki. I love animals, and “pandas are my favorite of all. I have
learned so much about pandas. I want to talk about that today.

Pandas are *originally from *China. They have white *fur around their head and body.
Also they have black fur around their legs “as well as around their ears and eyes. I think
pandas look very cute because of this white and black fur.

I have been to a zoo in Shirahama, Wakayama to see pandas before. The zoo keeps some
pandas. I saw a small panda that day. ( @ ) One of the “zookeepers told me that the
panda was a *female, and that she was seven months old. The zookeeper also said to me, “She
began to climb a tree a week ago.” It took a little time for the little panda to climb the tree, but
she finally *reached the first *branch. I was so happy to see that. Then I suddenly wanted to
know, “How do pandas *grow up?’ I went to the library and borrowed some bocks about
pandas. I also used the Internet to get more information about them.

Please look at the *graph.
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It shows the weight and age in days for a female panda. The panda in the zoo in Shirahama,

Wakayama was seven months old, so | . From my study, I learned that

pandas are only 200 grams when they are born. I was so surprised to know that. Pandas
usually open their eyes for the first time when they become 50 days old. They begin to walk

when they become 100 days old. I think most pveapie know that pandas love to eat “bamboo



leaves. Bamboo leaves are still a little hard for pandas to eat when they are babies. Pandas
usually begin to eat them when they are about one yearold. ( @& )

Pandas are one of the most popular animals in zoos. *While I was doing my study, I learned
that pandas are on the *Red List. The *population of the animals that are on the list is
“decreasing. One of the reasons is *environmental change. Pandas live only in *limited
woods, and 99 % of their food is bamboo leaves. To *protect the population of pandas, we must
protect the environment. ( & ) *As a result, the population of pandas “increased *by 17 %
between 2004 and 2014. I hope I can do something for pandas. I will keep learning about

pandas and *try my best to be *helpful for them. Thank you for listening.
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A. Also, around that time, they begin to live without their mothers.

B. It was trying to climb a tree.

C. People have been working very hard to keep a safe place for them.
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I was over 3,000 grams when I was born

it took 150 days to become over 5,000 grams
I think its weight was around 14,000 grams

W N

it became around 20,000 grams after one month
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a.
b.

C.

The zoo in Shirahama keeps only baby pandas, so Miki went to see them.

Miki was surprised when she knew that pandas were very small when they were born.

It is not difficult for baby pandas to eat bamboo leaves.

The population of pandas hasn’t changed since 2004 because they live only in limited
woods.

People have to be more careful about the environment for pandas to live in.

Miki’s dream is to be a zookeeper because she wants to do useful things to protect pandas.
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