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Kumi and her friends were |

|

i

going to have a welcome party

for Judy. Judy came to Japan

to study in Kumi’s class. She

was staying at Kumi’s house.

Kumi had to do a lot of things

for the party. Kumi called one :

¢ of her friends Satoko and said,

“I have a lot of things to do for

 the party. Satoko, please help |

me.” Satoko said, “OK. What !

- shall I do?”

| making cakes. So, |

Kumi said, “You are good at |

' Satoko said, “Sure. I'll bring a

special one to the party.”
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Hello, everyone. I'm Yuki. Today, I'm going to talk about *Japanese learners in foreign
countries. How many people study Japanese in the world? Do you know that? Ilearned about

that on the Internet.

Graph 1

*The Number of Japanese Learners in Foreign Countries
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Look at Graph 1. We can know that about three “million people in the world studied

Japanese in 2006. The number of Japanese learners in foreign countries “increased until

2012. In 2015, it became smaller, but more than three million people were still studying
Japanese in the world. I was surprised to know these things.

Japanese is now studied in almost 140 countries. Which country had the most Japanese

learners in 20157 I thought “America did.
Graph 2

But I was wrong. Look at Graph 2. That
graph shows that China had the largest The *Ratio of Various Countries and
number. It was about 26 % of all Japanese Regions’ Japanese Learners
learners in the world in 2015, and L

1 was surprised to know that “Indonesia had

“the second largest number of Japanese America ,
learners in the world. How about America? 4.7% China
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Many people studied Japanese there in that 4.8% | \

year, but the “percentage was “less than 5 % | 3,655,024
people  ;
and it was about half of Australia. If we look EW\ (2015) T

at this graph, we can know many i \ Australia
grap v people in \ indonesia

*Asian countries studied Japanese in 2015. 20.4%
“Actually, more than 70 % of Japanese

learners in the world were in “Asia.

Why do so many people in the world study

Japanese? There are many reasons. First,




they think Japanese “itself is interesting. Japanese has many “unique words, for example,
“onomatopoeia like “mogumogu” and “honorific words. Second, they want to talk with
Japanese people in Japanese. ( @O ) The third reason is interesting. They are studying
Japanese because they want to read Japanese comics, watch “anime and sing *J-POP songs in
Japanese. Now for many people from other countries, these things come first when they hear
the word of Japan, not old temples in Kyoto or Nara. I was a little surprised because I thought
more people wanted to learn Japanese to get a job, but it was not the only reason. I thought
why. I got some information on the Internet. *For one thing, “economic power of China is
now stronger than economic power of Japan, so more people began to learn Chinese for their
job. I was a little sad to know it. But I am happier if people in the world are more interested
in Japanese *culture than in our economic power. ( & )

Now I know many people in the world want to know about Japan and learn Japanese. I
think studying English is important to us. But I think it is also important to learn about
Japan and Japanese more. ( & ) After I knew there were many Japanese learners in the
world, I started to think I want to be a Japanese teacher for foreign people. Last year, Mr.
Aoki, our Japanese teacher, visited China to teach Japanese. It was his first *visit to China
and he “taught Japanese to foreign people for the first time. It was also important for him to
teach Japanese culture to people in China. When he came back from China, he said, “People
in China need a lot of Japanese teachers because so many people there want to study
Japanese.” Then I really wanted to go there and teach people Japanese and Japanese culture.
I'm going to study my own language and culture harder. I hope my dream will come true.

Thank you for listening today.
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that means almost one million people studied Japanese in China then
2. that means more than three million people were studying Japanese in China then

that means the number of Japanese learners in China increased then
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that means half of people in China studied Japanese then
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If we can talk in the same language, we can understand each other better.

If we don’t know well about our own culture, we can’t tell about it to foreign people.

The culture of each country is very unique, and if our own culture is liked by people from
other countries, that is a wonderful thing.
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Yuki says the number of Japanese learners in foreign countries was getting larger and it
became the largest in 2015.

Some Japanese learners are studying Japanese to understand Japanese comics, anime,
and J- POP in Japanese.

Yuki thinks learning about Japan and Japanese is more important than studying
English.

Mr. Aoki has wanted to teach Japanese in China since he visited there for the first time.
Mr. Acki said a lot of Japanese teachers were needed in China because many people
there were learning Japanese for their job.

Yuki is going to study Japanese and Japanese culture harder to become a Japanese
teacher in China.
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