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Makoto | (1)
‘ One day, Makoto and Chris went
to an art museum.
B Chris had his smartphone in his
hand and said, “Makoto,| |
here 7"
Makoto said, “No, you can’t. ,
Look at the notice.” »
¢ Chris said, “Oh, sorry. I didn’t |
see it,” and put his smartphone in
his bag.
Makoto said, “That’s OK. Let’s
go to the next room.”
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Takuya, Maki, Ken, and Sumire are high school students. Alex is their classmate from the U.S.,,

and Ms. Wilson is their English teacher. All of them are talking in the classroom.

Takuya :

Ms. Wilson :

Maki :

Ms, Wilson :

Maki :

Ms. Wilson :

Alex :

Takuya :

Ken :

I have a question, Ms. Wilson. How should I study English *outside school ? My
dream is to play soccer abroad, so I want to *improve my English.

That’s a good question, but actually, answering it is not so easy. There are a lot of
different ways of learning a language. *Someone may think one way is good, but
others may not agree. Let’s talk about ways of learning a language together now.
Maki, what do you usually do to study English at home ?

I borrow English books from the library and read them. I can’t read difficult
books, but some books are written in easy English and have a lot of pictures. I
can understand these books more easily and enjoy them. When I sometimes find
*unfamiliar words in books, I use a dictionary and try to remember them.

That’s good. Maki, I thought that you were good at reading in English. I have
just found the reason.

Thank you. Well, actually, I thought I could understand easy English well. But,
the other day, I was asked the way by a foreign man near the station and I couldn’t
answer at all. I felt sad.

I see, but don’t worry. You are not *alone. Telling something to others in a
foreign language is sometimes very difficult. [ | You shouldn’t be
afraid of *making mistakes.

I agree. In Japan, I have to use Japanese every day. Japanese is still difficult
for me. But I always try to talk with Japanese people in Japanese. I often find
unfamiliar words when I talk with others. In that case, I ask my friends their
“meanings. Then, I try to use the words *consciously. This is a good way of
improving my Japanese.

Your way sounds good to me. There are some foreign people on my soccer team.
I'll *try talking to them in English. But Maki’'s way may not be good for me
because reading is not my favorite thing. I like music better than books.

Then, how about using English songs ? I often read the *lyrics of my favorite
songs. They sound more wonderful after I understand the meanings of the lyrics.
I think this is also useful to improve our English. I sometimes read *articles
about my favorite musicians on the Internet, too. Many articles are written in
English, but I can enjoy them because they give me a lot of information about the

musicians.



Takuya : It sounds like fun. Reading articles is still difficult for me, but maybe I can try
Iyrics. My brother loves English songs and has a lot of CDs. I think he will lend
me some. [ want to sing some English songs, too.

Sumire : I think writing e-mails is another good way to study English. I have some friends
in foreign countries, and we write e-mails to each other. All of them use good
English, so their e-mails help me a lot with my English. When I make mistakes
in my e-mail, they also tell me about them.

Takuya : Interesting! Each of you has a different way, and you all enjoy learning English.

Ms. Wilson : Yes. That is important. You need to use English a lot to improve it. But, if you
don’t enjoy learning it, you can’t *keep it up. Takuya, why don’t you *choose two
or three from those ways and try them ?

Takuya : I will. I have decided to try these two ways. I will write them in my notebook

now.
Takuya writes something in his notebook and shows it to Ms. Wilson.

Ms. Wilson : Good. I hope you will continue these two ways. Now, I will give you another
piece of *advice. People say there are four *skills for learning a language. They
are listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills. You can improve three of the
skills if you continue the two ways. If you also use Sumire’s way, you can improve
the other skill.

Takuya : Thank you for your advice. I will think about it.
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You shouldn’t talk with unfamiliar people.

You should try to speak good English.

Trying to use the language is important.

=W N

Reading in English is moere interesting.
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I'll try these ways : I'll try these ways
Read easy English books : Talk %o foreign people on my team
| Talk to foreign people on my team * Read the lyrics of English songs
T'll try these ways - 4 ) I'll try these ways
- Read the lyrics of English songs - Read easy English books
" Write e-mails to foreign people - Write e-mails to foreign people
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a.

Takuya hopes that he can improve his English because he wants to be a soccer player in
foreign countries in the future.

Maki is good at reading in English, so she enjoys reading difficult English books by using a
dictionary.

When Maki was asked the way by a foreign man near the station, she told him the way, and
he thanked her a lot.

All of Alex’s friends in Japan are very kind and speak good English, so he usually talks with
them in English.

Takuya thinks that he can borrow some CDs of English songs from his brother because he
has many CDs of English songs.

Some of Sumire’s foreign friends aren’t good at English, and they help each other by writing
e-mails.

Ms. Wilson thinks that Takuya should also try Sumire’s way to improve his speaking skill.
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