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Jack and Ayako are students of Sakura High School in Tokyo. Jack comes from America. They

are talking in the classroom.

Jack :
Ayako :
Jack :
Ayako :
Jack :
Ayako :

Jack :

Ayako :
Jack :
Ayako :

Good morning, Ayako.

Good morning, Jack. How are you?

I'm fine. How are you? Oh, you look *sleepy.

Yes, I am a little sleepy now.

Why are you sleepy?

I stayed at my grandmother’s house last night because my parents went to Osaka.
They met their old friends and stayed at a "hotel. This morning I had to get up
earlier “than usual and took a train to come to school from my grandmother’s
house.

I see. How long did it take to get to school?

About forty minutes. It took a long time.

(®)

Oh, why do you think so? No. It took a long time!

When they are talking, their teacher Mr. Brown speaks to them.

Mr. Brown :

Jack :
Ayako :

Mr. Brown :

Table

Hi, Jack and Ayako.

Hi, Mr. Brown. Ayako and I were talking about "commute time.

Hi, Mr. Brown. I came to school by train teday, and it took about forty minutes.

I think forty minutes is shorter than the "average commute time for *female. Wait
a minute. I'll “check it on my “mobile phone. Oh, this is a "table about average

commute time on the Internet.

average commute time on the morning of weekdays (“F H #0348 - B#HF)

(h: BB m: 4

Kanto Chukyo Kinki Kitakyushu - Fukuoka
(BE3) (F5) (%) (FeFu - )
female 1h04m 45m 54m 48m
"male 1h32m 1h08m 1018m 1001m |

Mr. Brown :

Ayako :

Mr. Brown
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This table says the average commute time on the morning of weekdays for female
in Kanto is about one hour.

I was surprised to know that. ( @ ) So, her commute time is a little longer
than the average.

Yes, that's right. I lived in Chiba when 1 first came to Japan to teach English. I



made many friends there. One of them, an English teacher, said it took more than
two hours “each way te *commute.
Jack : Oh, your friend’s commute time by *round-trip was more than “one-sixth of one

day! I can't “believe it.
Their classmate Kenji comes in the classroom.

Ayako : Good morning, Kenji. You have a “helmet for the bike. Did you come to school by
bike?

Kenji : Yes. I came by bike. It usually takes about thirty minutes to come to school by
bike. Riding a bike is great “exercise and I really like it. Mr. Brown, how do you
come to school?

Mr. Brown : I usually take a train to come here. I like reading books on a train when I
commute. But I think coming to school by bike is a great way of exercise and good
for *health. I sometimes come to school by bike.

Kenji © You take a train or ride a bike to come to school, right? Me, too. I take a train to
come here when it rains. I like reading books on a train, too.

Jack : Then *why don't you go to the school library after school with me? I go to the
library almost every day, and read books there for about thirty minutes.

Kenji : OK, I will.
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1. Well, I don't think it took a long time.
2. Oh, I think it took a long time.
3. Well, I don't think you are sleepy every day.
4. Oh, I think you are sleepy every day.
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1. My aunt in Kinki says it takes forty minutes to go to work.
2. My aunt in Kanto says it takes one hour and ten minutes to go to work.
3. My aunt in Fukuoka says it takes forty-five minutes to go to work.
4.

My aunt in Chukyo says it takes two hours to go to work.



