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Tomomi made a speech
about learning English in an
English class today. She said,
“I like English, so I want to be
better at 1it.” Mr. Brown said,

“That’s great, Tomomi.”

After school that day, Tomomi
said to Mr. Brown, “You speak

Japanese well, Mr. Brown. Did
you study it hard when you
were in your country 7?7 He

said, “Yes.” Tomomi asked,
“ ~about learning

Japanese then 77

Mr. Brown answered,
“Writing. Japanese has
different *characters, so I tried
to remember them really hard.”
Tomomi said, “T see. Ithink the

differences between English

and Japanese are interesting.”

Tomomi
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Hello, everyone. [ am Kenta. Do you like *insects ? I'm sure some of you don't like
them. But I have been very interested in them since I was little. I kept many different
kinds of insects when I was an elementary school student. One day, I found a book
zbout ants in my city library. The book told me a lot of interesting facts about them.
Since then, I have enjoyed watching them and have learned more about them on the
Internet. Today, I'd like to talk about ants.

You can find ants in different places around you in daily life, right ? In Japan, there
are about 280 différent kinds of ants. And in the world, there are more than 10,000
different kinds of ants. Ants are called “*social insects” because they live together and
each of them has its own *role in the *colony. “Colony” means a group of ants.

There are three kinds of ants — *queen ants, *worker ants and *male ants — in the

colony. Now I'm going to tell you about the *characteristics of each ant. Look at the picture.

Picture

i A gueen ant is the head of the colony. After it finds a good place |
to make a new colony, it *lays thousands of eggs that will *ensure the
' *survival of the colony. It may live for more than 10 vears. Most anis
it *reproduces are *female. !

i Worker ants are female ants without *wings. They never reproduce
%@ eggs. They look for food, care for their babies, work on the *nest, and
protect the colony. They may live for about 1 year or 2 years.

© Male ants are ants with wings. There are some male ants in a colony.
e - Male ants fly with a queen ant from the colony. After they *mate with
. the queen, they may die. |

The first ant is a queen ant. There is usually one queen ant in each colony. It lays a
lot of eggs. The next one is a worker ant. There are a lot of worker ants in the colony
and all worker ants are female. | © ) They do almost all the work. Usually, young

worker ants work in the nest. They take care of their babies, keep their nest clean
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and make their nest bigger. Some of them protect their colony from *enemies. ( @
The last one is a male ant. Male ants have wings like queen ants. They fly in the sky
to mate with queen ants. This is the only job they do. ( @ )

Do you know how fast ants are ? They don't look like *fast walkers because they are
'so small, but you will see how fast they are if you see them *relative to their *size.
Lock at this *table. Ants are faster than humans. Theyv are even faster than *cheetahs !
That's amazing.
Table

The *Length to Travel *per *Second

[ Ants 20 *body lengths
Humans 6 body lengths
| Cheetahs 16 body lengths

There are some *mysterious facts about ants. First, ants can return to their nest
after they walk far away from it. How ? They put *pheromones on the *ground
when they are walking. And they learn which way to go by the pheromones. So, they
never lose their way. They also use several pheromones for *communication. They
understand which ants come from the same colony by the pheromones. Second, some
ants take care of the babies of one kind of *butterfly. Why ? The reason is that the
babies give the ants a special juice. The juice is one of the ants’ favorite foods. Both
the ants and the butterflies *benefit from each other. Even small insects live together
and help each other. I think this is amazing.

One day my mother said to me, “We should learn from ants. I mean we should help

each other to live better lives like ants.” I think she is right. Ants know what to do

to make their lives better. | My mother's words

teach me that even small insects give us important ideas.

There are many people in the world. They have different cultures and speak
different languages. If everyone tries to help each other like ants, it will be possible to
make our world much better. There are still many things I don't know about ants. So
in the future, I want to be a scientist and study more about the wonderful world of ants

and other insects. Thank you for listening.
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Each ant does its own job and helps its colony.

Those are ants we usually see in our daily lives.

Old worker ants find food and bring it back to the nest.
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They always work very hard to get food for everyone in the colony.
Worker ants listen to a queen ant and never try to become the one.
They even know how to live with different kinds of insects.

Worker ants also know what to do to make their queen happy.
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Kenta likes insects and keeps them now, but he wasn't interested in them when he
was an elementary school student.

There are about 280 different kinds of ants in Japan and most of the ants in a colony
are male.

A male ant may die after it mates with a queen ant, but mating with a queen ant is
its only job to do in the colony.

It is amazing to know ants would travel much faster than people if ants were
people’s size.

A special juice from the babies of one kind of butterfly is used by ants when they
want to return to their colony.

Kenta learned important things from ants and decided to study different cultures

and languages in the world.
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