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{9 2 ) | IBEE : Chris and Yoshiko were running
to Minami Station. They wanted
to take the train at 7:35 in the

morning, but they *missed their

train.

Yoshiko said, “Oh, no! What

should we do? The soccer game
begins at 9:00. Can we get to the

stadium *in time ?”

—

Chris said, come 77

Yoshiko said, “Well ... about ten
minutes from now.”

Chris said, “OK. Let’s take that
train. It will arrive at Kita Station
at 8:40. If we *hurry up after
getting off the train, we’ll be in
time.”
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Hello, everyone. I am Mika. Today, I am going to talk about *Ainu culture. Ainu people
are *indigenous people in the large area of *northern Japan, especially in Hokkaido. I have an
uncle who lives in Hokkaido. He is not Ainu, but is interested in Ainu culture and has been
studying about it for many years. My parents and I visited him last summer. While we were

staying in Hokkaido, my uncle took us to an event about Ainu culture. This is a *flyer of the

event.
Flyer
Ainu Festival
Y¢Stage Programs
1. Musical Performance:«----++-oveeeeereeeeseenes 10:30 am.—11:30 a.m.
2. *Recital of Traditional Ainu Stories - - 1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
3. Traditional Dance Performance------+----+--- 3:00 pm.—4:00 p.m. i
$rOther Programs |
+ Food *Corner:----+--+--- 10:30 a.m. —4:30 p.m.
You can try traditional Ainu food.
- Activity Corner:----++--- 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

You can try wearing traditional Ainu clothes.

We *attended two stage programs : the musical performance and the recital. At the musical
performance, some unique musical *instruments were played, and I liked one of them. It is
played with the mouth and hands, and makes a unique sound. In fact, a few days ago, I found
the instrument on an online shopping website and bought one. I haven’t received it yet, and 1
am looking forward to practicing it.

At the recital, traditional Ainu stories were read in the Ainu language and Japanese. Of
course, I couldn’t understand the Ainu language, but it sounded quite cool.

Between the two stage programs, we had lunch at the food corner. 1 ate a deer *meat dish. 1
ate deer meat for the first time. I didn’t like it very much, but it was an interesting experience.
After listening to the recital, I tried wearing Ainu clothes. The activity was very popular, and
we had to wait a long time for it. It was about four when I finished *changing back into my own

clothes after enjoying the activity. Sof L
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1. we didn’t have enough time to have lunch
2. we couldn’t attend the dance performance
3. we had to wait again for the next program
4. we were able to enjoy all the programs at the festival
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A. we can take Ainu language classes on the Internet

B. the Ainu language is in the most serious situation of the eight in Japan
C. there are about 13,000 Ainu people in Japan
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a. Mika’s uncle is Ainu, and he has been studying about Ainu culture for many years.

b. Mika got a unique Ainu musical instrument, and has been practicing it for a few days.

c. At the recital, Mika couldn’t understand the stories because they all were read only in the
Ainu language.

d. Mika ate deer meat for the first time at the festival and didn’t think it was delicious.

e. The table shows that Brazil has the largest number of endangered languages of the six
countries on the UNESCO list.

f. Mika says the Maori language is an official language in New Zealand and popular even with
people who are not Maori.
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Anyway, I enjoyed the festival and wanted to learn more about Ainu culture. When I told my
uncle about that, he gave me a book. I'm reading it at home.

Ainu people have a unique culture, but the Ainu population has been getting smaller. One
*study says ( D ) now. Ainu people have their own language, but the number of Ainu
speakers is very small. Some people say that *only a few people can speak it *fluently. I was
surprised and sad to learn that. I'm worried that Ainu speakers may disappear someday. In
fact, the Ainu language is on the *UNESCO *list of the World’s *endangered languages.

I hear there are about 7,000 languages in the world. About 2,500 of them are endangered.

This table shows some examples of countries and the number of endangered languages there.

Table
‘ . The number of endangered languages
Countries on the UNESCO list
Australia 102
Brazil 178
China 134
India 192
Japan 8
the U.S. 138

(UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger, % b & (Z#E5)

There are so many endangered languages in the world, and ( @ ). I think languages are
the most important *tools for passing their cultures on to the next *generation. So we can say
losing a people’s language means losing their culture.

What can we do to save these endangered languages ? Seeing the case of the *Maori language
may give us a good hint. Maori is spoken by indigenous people in *New Zealand. However, the
number of Maori speakers once got smaller. Then, some Maori people were worried that the
language *might disappear and started making efforts to save it. For example, teachers started
to teach it at school. The efforts brought success. The Maori language has become one of the
official languages in the country, and the number of Maori speakers has been getting larger. Now
the Maori language is popular even with people that are not Maori.

I hope the Ainu language will become popular like the Maori language. Now ( 3 ). 1
took some last month, and they were a lot of fun. If I become a good Ainu speaker, I'd like to

communicate with Ainu people in their language.
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