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Nancy is a student from

Canada. She lives with Yuki
and her family. Her host family

often takes her to some places .

by car.

One day, Nancy said to Yuki,

“My brother in Canada is going

{
|

to visit me next year. I want to

last week.

So, | | the lake?”

take him to the lake we went |

Yuki answered, “If your

brother likes water sports, he

can enjoy riding a “canoe in

summer. If he wants to see |

| beautiful *leaves, you can see |

| them in fall.”

*canoe : /1 X — leaves :

<&H>

which, best & visit # 437 &A T,

7TEUETECZ L,

R Tmdont 2 k) 1215

=5

the lake? THbE 1 L% b L 51T

&

Bz

"5 (




6 KOEXII, B80T 3y (Fumiya) 7554 L5 (environment) D4 ) 12D\
TEBOBETCH-RKEDERTT, EXLFHAT, HEDT~DDMNIZEZ LR S,

Hello, everyone. I'm Fumiya. Today, I'm going to talk about forests in Japan.

I like walking in the forest. I often go to forests with my family on weekends. When we see
green *leaves and feel a “scent of trees, we *get rid of the "stress we feel in our everyday life.
So. walking in forests is good for our health.

1 wanted to know more about forests, so I looked for some “information on the Internet. I
found *Graph 1 when I saw a "website, and I thought I was born in a wonderful country.
Japan’s forest “rate is 68%. It rains a lot in Japan, so trees can grow well all over the country.
There are a lot of forests around us. ( @ ) I learned that many kinds of trees grow in
Japan, too. Many kinds of plants and animals live in each forest. Forests make Japan a

country that has many kinds of living things.
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Now, there are many ~environmental problems on the earth. Forests are important to keep
our environment in good “condition. About 25% of water runs down in the forests when it
rains. 25% of water “is absorbed in the ground and becomes “underground water. It runs
down slowly. 25% of water “remains in trees and 15% of water goes up ~trunks and
“evaporates from leaves. Thanks to forests, we *are prevented from “flood and *drought.
Also, trees “absorb “COg, so they “prevent “global warming, one of the biggest environmental
problems.

As we saw, forests “play a great role in our life. So we should keep forests in good condition.

| Inthese 40 years, forest “area in Japan has been almost the same but the trees
in the forests are becoming older. More than half of the trees are over 45 years old, and they
are old “enough to cut down to use. But, the rate of young trees which are one to five years old

isonly 4%. | 2



How can we “increase young trees? Japan’s forest rate is high. This means it is difficult to
plant young trees in other places. So, the first thing we should do is cutting down old trees
and making places to plant young trees. Now, Japan gets a lot of trees from other countries
because they are cheap. But we sheuld remember there are many trees to cut down and use in
our own country. Forests are living. We should take good care of them. Without planting new
trees, forests will die in the future.

Graph 2
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Look at Graph 2. Young trees absorb more CO: than old trees, so increasing young trees is
necessary to stop global warming and make our environment better.

The forest area “is decreasing in many places in the world. ( & ) But in Japan, we
should cut down old trees and use them to build houses, make *furniture, and make many
other things. Then we will have more places to plant new trees.

I hope the condition of forests in Japan will become better and more people will enjoy living

with forests. How about doing something for forests in Japan? Thank you for listening.
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In those places, people should not cut down trees.
This shows that forests in Japan are getting older and older.

Also, in Kanagawa, there are many good forests, and many people go there and have fun.
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. And it’s fun for us to walk in the forest and find new kinds of animals.
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And forests in Japan are famous for its rich nature.

But too many trees are cut down to build houses.

But a website says that forests in Japan have a big problem.
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Fumiya often goes to forests to have fun with his friends on weekends.

One day Fumiya got some information about forests from some books.

Japan’s forest rate is higher than the forest rate of Canada.

In Japan, too many trees were cut down, so we don’t have enough young trees.

If we cut down old trees to plant young trees in forests, we can make our environment
better.

Fumiya thinks we should use more trees from other countries to build houses, make

furniture, and make many other things.
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