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Tom asked, “How was your weekend,
Mika?” Mika said, “It was good. 1

watched two movies.”

“Wow, two movies? Did you go

to the *movie theater?” Tom asked.
“No, I watched both movies at
home with my sister. We like the
same “actor, and he was in both,”
Mika said. Tom asked, ¢ ‘

better?”

@]

“The first one. The second one was
a very sad story. It was good but it
was not as good as the first one,”

Mika answered.
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Hello, everyone. I'm Rina. I went to America with my family last summer. I bought a
“bottled green tea at a convenience store one day. I was surprised when I drank it because it
was “sweet! I thought that was interesting, so I went to another convenience store and found
a different kind of green tea in a “bottle. I asked the “clerk in the store, “Is this green tea
sweet?” She said, “Yes, it is.” I said to her, “Green tea in Japan is not sweet. Do people in
America like sweet green tea?” Then she said, “Of course, many people like *regular green tea,
too, but sweet cold tea is much more popular in America.” That was an interesting experience,

so I decided to *research *soft drinks. Look at the “graph.
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It shows the changes in the output of four “types of soft drinks between 1987 and 2020 in
Japan. In 1987, sodas were “produced the most out of the four. However, tea drinks became
more and more popular every year, and they “became out on “top about twenty-five years ago.
T

T ) Also, more and more mineral waters are being produced every year.

I thought about the *reasons why Japanese people buy and drink tea. The first reason is

that | . For example, my mother makes cold tea with “teabags and a “glass

jar for my family. She puts a teabag in the jar and “adds water. Then she puts the jar in the
“refrigerator. For me, it’s much easier to buy bottled tea drinks at a store. They are always
very cold.

“According to the graph, sodas were something people enjoyed drinking before. People



enjoyed drinking coffee, too. However, *generally, sodas and coffee drinks are not something
people drink very often. “On the other hand, tea drinks are used for * hydration. People drink
tea when they feel thirsty. *Therefore, drinking tea for hydration is the second reason. I now
understand the *popularity of mineral waters. They are getting more and more popular.
Finally, they were produced more than coffee drinks in 2017.

The third reason is that many Japanese people like to have “unsweetened drinks with their
food. { @ ) The first unsweetened tea drinks were made in 1985. *In those days, people
thought that they didn’t need to buy tea drinks with their own money. But in “1990s, more
and more convenience stores were opened in Japan. People bought unsweetened tea drinks
with bento, so this helped with the popularity.

I love green tea. The “taste of tea makes me *relaxed. I've tried other types of tea since my
first experience with sweet tea in America. After trying many kinds of tea, I wanted to learn
more about tea. I went to the library and found some books about it last week. ( @ ) Iwas
surprised to know that all kinds of tea are made from the same plant! That’s very interesting!

I look forward to learning more about tea. Thank you for listening.

*bottled ~ : v PR MO~ sweet : Hw» bottle : ~Xv FE ML clerk ' [EB
regular | HED research ~ | ~%HET S soft drinks @ IFFEECEIK
graph: 75 7 OQutput . £EE ki:Foyy by Sodas © REEEE
Coffee drinks : =7 — & — &k} Mineral waters : 3 32 F L7 4+ — % — types | 123
produced : EE X7 became outon ~ | ~ {707z top | —HZ
reasons why ~ | ~DEH teabags : 7 4 —/N\v 7 (BEF AN/
glassiar : 79 ADUA adds ~ : ~%xhZ 5 refrigerator | HEAE
Accordingto ~ ! ~iZ L A & generally © —f%HYIZ On the other hand : —/7 T
hydration @ JK7T Therefore : #9212 popularity © A&
unsweetened : H { 2\ In those days : #B 1990s : 1990 4% taste © Bk

relaxed @ BHE VT

7RO (O ) ~ (B ) OoRil, KDA~CE2EMENFELLIIARLEE F0
HAEDLEELTRLBTLLDE, HED1~6DHLL—DFY, FOFEFTEZLI V.
A. They have been at the top since then.
B. My family always drinks tea when we have dinner.

C. T've learned something new through them.
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making tea at home is more popular than buying bottled tea drinks

1
2. buying bottled tea drinks is easier than making tea at home
3.
4

putting tea in the refrigerator is the most necessary of all

making cold tea at home is as expensive as buying one at a store
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a.

A clerk in the store told Rina that sweet cold tea wasn’t so popular in America.

b. The output of soda drinks and coffee drinks changed a lot between 1990 and 2020.

Mineral waters were getting more popular, and they were produced more than coffee
drinks in 2017.

Rina’s mother makes tea at home because she wants Rina to learn how to make tea.

Rina tried many kinds of tea after coming back to Japan, but she didn’t like most of them.

Rina got more interested in tea after she read some books about it.
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