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Naoki was talking with his
classmates before the class. His

friend Ryota looked *sleepy.

Ryota said to Naoki, “I got up
*e/arly to do soccer practice. Also, I
went to bed late last night. I'm very
sleepy” “° 17 Naoki asked
Ryota.

“For about five hours,” Ryota
“answered. Nacki said to Ryota, “I

hope you won't “fall asleep during the

class.”
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Hi, I'm Kaori. I met a girl from *Thailand at my "aunt’s house last week. She has stayed at
my aunt’s house *since January. Her name is Mali, and she came to Japan to study Japanese.
She can speak English, too. Sc we talked in Japanese and English. I said to her that her
Japanese was great. ( O ) I “asked her how she started learning Japanese. She
*answered that her brother “introduced her to the Japanese language. He was studying
Japanese at “college in Thailand. ( @& ) She started to think that she wanted to learn the
Japanese "culture through her *own eyes after watching them. So, she *decided to come to
Japan to “experience the *different cultures.

After I met Mali, I started thinking about “experiencing the different cultures” “for the first
time. I like studying English and I want to speak it well. Reading books and watching TV
programs and movies in English are good, but I always thought that I needed to do more to “be
able to get better at speaking. ( & ) I “realized that I needed to learn things through my
own eyes. I want to learn English *abroad to learn different cultures. I started to “look up

“information on the Internet. Please look at *“Graph.
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It shows many Japanese students went to America to study English. “As you can see, many
students went to Australia to study, too. My mother has told me that she studied at college
there. I think Australia has been a popular country for studying English for a long time. I
hear the Philippines is becoming popular *these days.

Next, I decided to look up schools in America, England, Canada, and New Zealand. I slso
tried to get information about “costs. I think the “main costs are *tuition, *housing cost, and
food cost. Please look at *Igp_ig. It shows the "average tuition, housing cost, and food cost for

“each country for a year “in Japanese yen.



We can know that the tuition for a year *among the four countries is about the “same. The
*difference in the food cost among the four countries is 170,000 yen . The food cost in New
Zealand is the “lowest of the four. The food cost in England and Canada is higher than the
food cost in America. And there is a difference of 260,000 yen in the housing cost *between
England and New Zealand. In New Zealand, there are *cheaper places to live in, I think.

Also, you can *share your *living space with other students. I think you can learn a lot from
other students, so I “am interested in doing that.

Yesterday, I met Mali at my aunt’s house again. I told her about the things I looked up. She
said that she did the same thing before coming to Japan, too. She looked up the food cost and
the housing cost in different *prefectures in Japan. She said the *websites of schools also had
housing information. Ithanked Mali for telling me her *story. Her story and experience were
“helpful to me.

I'm going to decide which country to study English. ThenI will start *saving up. I also want
to go to Thailand *one day. I'm glad that I had a “chance to think about studying English
because I could talk with Mali. I think being able to speak English is great because we can

talk with many people in the world. Thank you for listening.
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A. She watched many Japanese TV programs with him.
B. She said that her Japanese got better than before.

C. Then I remembered Mali’s story.
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1. Table 2. Table
. Housing| Food - Housing| Food
Tuition Cost Cost Tuition Cost Cost
America | 1,300,000 950,000 | 570,000 America | 1,300,000 950,000 | 570,000
England|1,200,000{ 980,000 | 620,000 England | 1,200,000 720,000 | 450,000
Canada | 1,300,000 | 840,000 | 600,000 Canada | 1,300,000 840,000 | 600,000
New 1,200,000 720,000 | 450,000 New 1,200,000 980,000 | 620,000
Eealand Zealand
3. Table 4. Table
- Housing| Food . Housing| Food
Tuition Cost Cost Tution Cost Cost
America| 1,200,000 980,000 | 570,000 America | 1,200,000 720,000 450,000
England 1,300,000 950,000 | 620,000 England | 1,300,000} 950,000 | 570,000
Canada 1,300,000 840,000 | 600,000 Canada | 1,200,000{980,000 | 620,000
New 4 500,000/720,000 | 450,000 New 14 300,000|840,000 600,000
Zealand Zealand
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a. Kaori met Mali in her school and started studying the Japanese language.

b. Kaori didn’t think about experiencing the different cultures before meeting Mali.

¢. The Philippines has been a popular country to study English since Kaori’s mother was a
college student.

d. Kaori thinks to live with other students is interesting because she can learn many things
from them.

e. Kaori looked up the food cost and the housing cost in different prefectures in Japan.

f. Kaori has studied abroad before because she had a chance to talk with Mali in English.
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