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Yumi’s friend, Aya *broke her
leg and she was in Kamome
Hospital. Last Sunday, Yumi
was going to the hospital to see

Aya.

Yumi wanted to take a bus to

7 the hospital. There were three
. buses, so she asked the *staff, |

“Excuse me. | {to go to

Kamome Hospital?”

He said, “That bus goes to the
y| hospital. So please take the bus
at the No. 2 bus stop.” Yumi
said, “Thank you very much,”

and got on that bus.
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Hello, everyone. I'm Yuki. Today, I'm going to talk about the problem of “plastic *waste. 1
hope you will think about it with me because it has become a big problem in our “environment.

Now we use a lot of plastic *products in our life, and many of them are “single-use plastic
products. What are single-use plastic products? At shops, we can buy many kinds of food in
*plastic packaging like plastic boxes and bottles. When we buy things, we need “plastic bags
if we don’t have our own bags. Those plastic things are examples of single-use plastic
products. Now, many countries in the world try to “reduce single-use plastic products. In
Japan, plastic bags will *be charged by *law in 2020. In many other countries, there are
already laws about plastic bags and they are charged. ( @O ) But there are no laws about
plastic bags in our country.

Why do we have to reduce single-use plastic products? Please look at “Graph 1. We can
know that 36 % of all plastic products in the world in 2015 was plastic packaging. Plastic
products are made from “oil and if we continue to use oil, we will have no ocil in the future.
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Graph 1 Graph 2

Plastic Products in the World in 2015 “Flow of Plastic Packaging Waste
in the World in 2015
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Now, please look at Graph 2. We can know, in 2015, only 14 % of plastic packaging waste
was recycled and 40 % of it became “landfill waste. If we continue to have landfill waste,
there will be no places for it on the earth in the future. From the same graph, we can also
know that 32 % of plastic packaging waste was leaked into our environment. This plastic
waste finally arrives in the sea. Plastic waste needs a long time to “decompose. Some
scientists say plastic bags take from 10 to 1,000 years to decompose. Plastic bottles take 450
years or more. We can see plastic waste stays in our environment for a really long time. In
our environment, it gives bad “effect on animals. There are some animals which eat plastic

waste and die. Now this is a very big problem in the world. Alsc in Japan, in 2018, people

found a “dead baby “whale on Yuigahama Beach in Kamakura city. In the “stomach of this



baby whale, there was plastic waste. In April, 2019, a “deer in Nara Park died and about 3 kg

of plastic bags were found in its stomach. { 3 )

Graph 3
Plastic Packaging Waste “Generation in 2014
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Now look at the Graph 3. It shows that China had the most plastic packaging waste in the
world in 2014. But when we think about each person, America was the first and Japan was
the second. So each of us must try to reduce plastic waste.

Some people say we can “recycle plastic waste. But to recycle something, we need much
money and we will have much CO,. It brings one more problem to our environment.
_-‘—: I think you know the words, “the 3Rs.” They are "Reduce,” “*Reuée," and
“Recycle.” Now we have one more R. It is “*Refuse.” To reduce waste, it is important to
“refuse” the “cause of the waste. For example, at shops we can say, ‘I don’t need plastic
bags,” and refuse them. If we put tea or water in our own water bottle and bring it with us
when we go out, we don’t have to buy a plastic bottle. This is one example of "Refuse.” So let’s
refuse single-use plastic products and reduce plastic waste. Now it is really necessary to make

our environment better. Thank you for listening.
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A. Some scientists say if we don’t reduce plastic waste, there will be more plastic waste
than fish in the sea in the future.

B. Of course, in many shops also in Japan, even now we need money to get plastic bags and
many of us take our own bags with us when we go shopping.

C. So we shouldn’t make a lot of plastic products, especially single-use plastic products like

plastic packaging.
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1. So, I think we should recycle plastic waste.

2. So, I think it is important to reduce waste.

3. But, I think it is not a good idea tc reduce single-use plastic products.
4

But, I think the earth is becoming warmer.
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a. Many foreign countries already have laws about single-use plastic products like plastic
bags, but Japan doesn’t.

b. People in the world recycled 14 % of plastic packaging waste in 2015 and more than 80 %
of plastic packaging waste of that year is still in our environment.

c. The reports by some scientists show that all kinds of plastic waste decompose in more
than 100 years.

d. Some animals in the sea die after eating plastic waste, and that happens especially in
Japan.

e. There was much more plastic packaging waste in America than in Japan in 2014, but
each person in Japan had more plastic waste than each person in America.

f. Yuki thinks that it is important to refuse single-use plastic products like plastic bags and

plastic bottles to reduce plastic waste.
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