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One day, Ayaka went to a post
office to send a *package to her

sister living in America.

B At the post office, Ayaka said, “T'd
like to send this package to
America “by air. [ 7
A *clerk there answered, “Usually
five days later”
C
Ayaka said, “OK. It’s November
8 today, so my sister can get this
gift before her birthday, November
17. Thanks.”
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Today I'm going to talk about robots. People have tried to make machines to do work for
people for a long time. You may be surprised to find that *Leonardo da Vinci left a picture of a
machine like a robot. When a *Czech *author wrote a story about a machine working like a
man, he used the word “robot” for the first time. It comes from a Czech word meaning “hard and
boring work” ( @ )

Today robots are seen in many places. When we do the same thing many times, it becomes
boring, and we get tired. But it is different for robots because they never get tired. If we don’t
break robots, they can work longer and faster than men. And if the programs are right, robots
don’t make *mistakes. So robots are perfect when they are used in a *factory. We call this kind
of robot an *industrial robot.

If people make a big mistake, they may lose their lives. { @ ) There are robots used to
find and take away *bombs. Some robots are sent to other *planets because it is hard for men
to work there. Some robots work under the sea. Now many people are saved by robots in big
fires and earthquakes. Robots have started to work at home by cutting grass or cleaning. Now
some robots help doctors in hospitals.

And now there is a new kind of robot called *Al or “jinko-chino” in Japanese. ( @ ) But
Al has a good computer in its body, so it can learn from its experiences in the past and decide
things *for itself. Some AT robots are very *smart and they can play difficult games like shogi.
They sometimes *beat professional players.

Robots help us in many places. Please look at *Graph 1.
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Do you think Al is useful in “selving some problems ?
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This graph “targets “experts and shows *how useful robots are for us.



How do you feel about robots ? I asked my classmates this question. Please look at Graph 2.

Graph 2

What “impressions do you have about robots ?

smart : 330
useful ‘ : 127
*powerful ' 122
cool v ' 18
friendly ’ “The

dangerous |10
cold J18
others ‘ 10 :
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35(A)

It shows their answers. There are 40 students in my class, and they could give more than one
answer.

We can see that many students have *positive feelings about robots. *On the other hand,
about half of the students think that robots are cold, and 25% of them think that.they are
dangerous. I think some movies or TV programs *influenced their feelings. They sometimes
give us bad impressions about robots. However, I have seen a robot at a store. It talked to
people and *handed *balloons to children. It looked very friendly.

Rebots can be sometimes good, and sometimes bad. I think we can decide that. I hope the

*image of robots will *improve.
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A. So robots are often used to do dangerous work.

B. Ithink the name is perfect for the machine because robots often do that kind of work.
C. Old robots couldn’t think like men.
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1. Many experts think that robots won’t do much for us in the future.
2. Many experts think that we should do something for robots.
3. Many experts think that solving our problems is very difficult. -
4

Many experts think that robots can help us with our problems.
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a. Leonardo da Vinci first made a machine working like a person and called it a robot.
b. Robots don’t become tired and they can do more work than people.
¢. Many experts think robots are useful, but most of Yuri’s classmates don’t think so.
d. Robots have not worked in our homes yet, and it will take some time before they do.
e. No robots can decide things because they cannot learn from their experiences.

f.  Graph 2 shows that many of Yuri’s classmates have positive feelings about robots.
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