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Kenta, Emi, and Aya are “high school students. They are talking in the classroom after school.

Then, Mr. Smith, their English teacher from America, comes into the classroom and talks io them.

Myr. Smith:
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Kenta:
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Mr. Smith:

Hi, everyone. What are you talking about?

We are talking about “memory.

Oh, sounds interesting! Tell me more.

On the Internet, I read about memory and learned that we shouldn’t “believe the
“eyewitness testimony easily because it is often wrong. About 70 % of the
“mistaken arrest comes from the Wrong eyewitness testimony.

That’s right. I also read a story like that. At one “event, there were some
“presenters on the “stage. Then, a man went up on the stage and “took away the
phone of one of the presenters. After that, the “audience “was shown the pictures
of 6 persons and asked, “Who took away the phone of the presenter?” Only about
17 % of the audience could “choose the right answer.

I can’t believe it. It “happened in front of the audience, so I thought f:
I was surprised, too. But it shows that we should not believe the eyewitness
testimony easily. Now, I will give you a “quiz. Do all of you often use Minami
Station?

Of course. I use it every day to come to school.

Me, too. I also take a train.

I usually come to school by bike, but when it’s rainy I come by train and use that
station. I used it this morning, too.

OK. In front of the station, you can see a large “advertising panel with a picture
of a man. What does the man look like?

Well, he wears a “hat and has a “cane in his right hand. He wears *glasses and a
“mustache, too. He wears a red “bow tie. He looks about 60 vears old.

I think Kenta is right about the man’s hat and his cane, but he doesn’t wear
glasses. I don’t remember well about his mustache, but his “tie is an “ordinary
tie, not a bow tie. Its color is black.

He has a cane in his left hand. He doesn’t wear a hat, but has it in his right hand.
He wears a mustache, but doesn’t wear glasses. His tie is a bow tie and it is black.
I think he is a young man.

OK. Now, I'll show you the right answer. Ilike that panel and took it in a picture.
Here it 1s.

Oh, no! He doesn’t wear a2 hat! About his hat and cane, Emi was right. Emi and I
were right about his mustache. About the glasses, only I was wrong. About the
other things, Ava was right.

You see? No one could give me the perfect answer. We shouldn’t think, “I

remember well” or “My memory is always right.” We should think, “This may not
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be true because my memory is often wrong.”

I can understand that. I think our memories are often wrong. I know another
story about memory. In that story, 2 woman believes that she went swimming in
the sea with her family when she was a child. But it isn’t right. She has never
been there with her family, but she always wanted to go there when she was a
child.

[ have had an experience like that. One day, my sister said to me, “You used my
camera and lost it!” I said, “What are you saying? I have never used it.” But she
didn’t stop saying so and I started to think she was right.

It can happen. It is called a “*false memory.” Sometimes we make a story by
ourselves and start to believe it. Aya read a story of an example like this. We also
start to believe the story by other people. Emi’s experience is an example of this.
That’s interesting. How about books and movies? Can they also change our
memory?

Yes. A false memory can be made also by books and movies. It means we read a
book and its story can come into our memory as our own experience. The story of
a movie is the same. Our memory can be changed easily, and it is often wrong.
But I hope you will “have a good memory when you study English.

We'll try, Mr. Smith.

R

- B35z

believe — ' ~ %21 %

eyewitness testimony | B EiE mistaken arrest | FRFLEHE event | LY, A1 b
presenter(s) : 3% stage ! BH took away ~ | ~ % E Ll
audience | PR was shown ~ | ~ % B 597 choose ~ | ~ % ER
happe'led TEIoT quiz: 74X advertising panel | [XF /A
hat : ﬁﬁ@a’)%} e cane | A7 v ¥ glasses : iREE mustache | [JUMT
bow tie | B4 7 ¥ 4 tie: 77 5 4 ordinary 1 ¥ false | 50 D
by ourselves | 54725 T have a good memory © ECIEIIA L v
7AXED  ORIIARLZOIBRLETALOR, KD 1 ~4DFERL—DEL 2
DEZFEZEZ 230,

more people knew the name of the man on the stage

a few people could choose the right person

1
2
3. the man couldn’t take away the phone of the presenter
4

more people would find the right answer
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a. Kenta read about memory and learned that he could believe eyewitness testimony
because almost all people always have a good memory.

b. Many of us can remember well about the event if it happens in front of us.
Kenta, Emi, and Aya came to school by train this morning and used Minami Station.

d. Mr. Smith took a picture of a large panel in front of Minami Station to give a quiz to his
students.

e. Kenta could find the right answer only about the man’s mustache, and Emi could find
the most right answers of the three.

f. Our memory can be changed easily, and a false memory can be made by ourselves, but

never by other people, books, or movies.
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